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Windsor Expansion Helps BioVectra Meet Global Market Demand
Extensive facility renovation, new equipment, assists life sciences firm in creating jobs, growing regional economy

April 12, 2018 – Windsor, NS – Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency
Canada is a country of innovators. Curiosity, creativity and a collaborative spirit are what lead to the kinds of
innovations and technologies that improve our daily lives and drive our economy, and our country, forward. That
is why the Government of Canada is investing $5,000,000 in BioVectra Inc. to help the Charlottetown-based
biotechnology and pharmaceutical ingredient manufacturing company expand its operations to Nova Scotia. This
will enable the firm to grow, create additional highly skilled positions and help build sustained economic prosperity
in Atlantic Canada.
The funding was announced today by the Honourable Scott Brison, Secretary of the Treasury Board and Member
of Parliament for Kings-Hants, on behalf of the Honourable Navdeep Bains, Minister of Innovation, Science and
Economic Development and Minister responsible for the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency (ACOA). The
repayable contribution is being made through ACOA’s Business Development Program, which helps small and
medium-sized enterprises expand and modernize to improve competitiveness.
BioVectra will use the assistance to complete major renovations at its Windsor facility and to purchase new
equipment. This will allow the company to increase its capacity to develop and manufacture biologic drug
substances for global pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies. These materials are used in the creation of
products to treat cancer, autoimmune disorders, diabetes, arthritis, and many other serious illnesses.
The project will create 28 full-time positions, and by 2020, when the plant is fully operational, it is expected that
more than double that number of people will be employed there.
This investment builds on commitments made by the Government of Canada and the four Atlantic Provinces to
drive economic growth in the region through the Atlantic Growth Strategy, which supports strategic investments in
initiatives that build on the region’s competitive advantages, such as its strong export potential, growing
innovation network, and skilled workforce.
Follow us on Twitter: @ACOACanada (twitter.com/acoacanada)
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Quotes
“Science and technology – along with stronger international trade – are rapidly changing the way Canadians live
and work, bringing new challenges and more opportunities. Investing in BioVectra Inc., an industry-leading
biotechnology and pharmaceutical ingredient manufacturing firm, will help strengthen and grow the middle class,
and lay a more solid foundation for the next generations of Canadians.”
-

The Honourable Navdeep Bains, Minister of Innovation, Science and Economic Development and
Minister responsible for ACOA

“The jobs of the future depend on Canadians’ ability to continue to adapt, innovate, and maintain our competitive
edge in the fast-paced and increasingly global economy. BioVectra is already known worldwide for its expertise in
developing and producing active pharmaceutical ingredients used in products that treat life-threatening diseases.
This modern, 50,000 square-foot facility will increase the company’s manufacturing capacity by 40 per cent and
allow BioVectra to become a rare one-stop shop for its global biotech and pharmaceutical customers.”
-

The Honourable Scott Brison, President of the Treasury Board and Member of Parliament for KingsHants

“As an integral part and leader within the vibrant Atlantic Canadian BioScience cluster, we consider ourselves
fortunate to operate in a supportive ecosystem where substantial emphasis is placed on talent, skills and
innovation. The contribution from ACOA’s Business Development program will enable BioVectra to continue to
thrive, create highly skilled jobs in Atlantic Canada, and help solidify Canadian leadership within the very
competitive global markets we participate in.”
-

Oliver Technow, President, BioVectra Inc.

Quick Facts




BioVectra Inc., headquartered in Charlottetown, P.E.I., has more than 300 employees, and will initially
add another 28 jobs in Windsor. The company’s four locations – three in Charlottetown and one in
Windsor – total approximately 110,000 square feet.
BioVectra’s predecessor, Diagnostic Chemicals Ltd. (DCL), was founded in 1970 by Dr. Regis Duffy, then
a UPEI chemistry professor, who began producing small amounts of a specialty chemical under contract
to a U.S. firm.
Since its inception, BioVectra, which is part of the active pharmaceutical ingredient life cycle from early
clinical development to commercial supply, has created hundreds of products used on the market today.
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