
Director of R&D
Fredericton, NB, Canada

Start date: Immediately Salary: Commensurate on experience

Number of openings: 1 Location: Fredericton, NB, Canada

About Chinova Bioworks
Chinova Bioworks is a Canadian company that addresses the growing consumer demand for
healthy, natural, clean-label ingredients. Chinova has developed a natural preservative extracted
from mushrooms for various food and beverage products that helps to improve quality, freshness
and shelf-life. The company has raised $10M in investment to date with a team that represents 90%
of women in STEM.

About This Role
At Chinova, we are using the power of mushrooms to help improve quality, freshness, and shelf-life
which ultimately leads to reducing food waste. We are seeking a dynamic and experienced Director
of R&D who will manage and lead the scientific, research and technological operations of the
company. This position will be responsible for overseeing the scientific functions of the company, as
well as the development of new processes, strategies, product lines and innovations. The Director of
R&D is responsible for setting the company’s research and development priorities so they line up
with the overall mission and goals of the company.

We are transforming the food preservation ingredient space, and we are looking for someone
that is ready to lead the charge of our technical operations.

What You’ll Do
The Director of R&D is a senior position, reporting directly to the CEO and COO. You would be
responsible for strategy and oversight of all technical aspects of the business. This includes
research and development operations, logistics (inbound/outbound), product management, and
managing client relationships.

● Setting the R&D strategy and direction for the business, to drive Chinova’s innovation
and technology agenda

● Provide smooth day-to-day technical operations of the company’s internal research and
external (client facing) research

● Responsible for driving growth across the company’s specialty growth platforms: clean
and simple ingredients, plant-based proteins and other food systems

● Developing new product lines for various food and beverage categories
● Forecast and managing budgets for R&D and any other technical initiatives
● Project planning and management to drive growth and support the goals of the business
● Collaborating with other business units at the executive level



● Product development and optimization strategies to support and improve customer
acquisition and retention in collaboration with the sales and marketing teams

● Add value to the company and maintain competitive advantage through the development
of proprietary intellectual property

● Establish the company as a market leader in the natural preservation industry and
broader food & beverage industry

● Responsible for talent retention, recruitment pipeline and succession planning for the
technical team

What you bring
● Previous work experience as a Director of R&D or another similar leadership role
● A minimum of 5 years of research experience is required
● Experience and expertise within the food and beverage industry or food ingredients industry

is required
● Outstanding leadership and people management skills with the ability to successfully

motivate, challenge, and grow multi-functional teams
● Accountable, self-motivated, hands-on, dynamic, and passionate leader
● Experience in budget planning and financial management
● Passion for problem-solving and developing others; excellent leadership, organizational,

and interpersonal skills; and the proven capability to make timely and sound decisions

Education and Experience
● PhD (or equivalent degree) in life sciences with a minimum of 5-10 years of relevant

experience in research
● 8+ years in depth of knowledge and insight in Food Science
● 5+ years of experience in new product formulation/development in CPG or

direct-to-consumer environment
● Excellent functional/technical skills, in particular knowledge of Food Technology,

Preservatives, and Manufacturing understanding
● 4+ years managerial, mentoring and development skills supervising technical teams or

individuals, with the ability to lead and interact with cross-functional teams
● Basic knowledge of Preservatives and Food Ingredients Industries
● Keen understanding of FDA and USDA regulations

To Apply:
Email a current resume and cover letter to info@chinovabioworks.com

mailto:info@chinovabioworks.com

